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The village Sanakharabhanga is located closer to the river Devi.It seems that the river Devi has given her riverbed for the promotion of the village people. But it gets infuriated   during disasters. 46 Schedule cast families are residing in ward no.2 in this village. Two women SHGs namely Bata Bihari and Budhinath have been formed by involving the women from that Schedule cast families. No one was expected that the women of this area could countenance the challenges during disasters. On 30th August night, 2003, the village started flooding. Immediately, Parvati Das the secretary of Bata Bihari Women SHG being accompanied by other members facilitated the people to evacuate the places and helped the people in shifting their belongings to the secured places. Keeping in view the accelerated growth rate of flood water in the river Devi and the alarming situation the SHG planned to get the country boat for evacuation and rescue operation from that imminent flood. As they didn’t have the country boat so far, the boats were needed to be borrowed from the neighboring village. The neighboring village Alipara had boats what they received from Catholic Relief Services during Cyclone rehabilitation program in the post Super cyclone, 1999. So the Secretary of Bata Bihari SHG of village Sanakharabhanga immediately send a message to the Secretary of Maa Basali WSHG of Alipara (Neighboring village) to send the boat for emergency situation. Inspite of being affected by flood the WSHG of Alipara villages did act in quick response and sent one boat to Sanakharabhanga village. The boat reached at the right time and with the help of boat the WSHG members were able to rescue and evacuate the people and livestock along with all belongings to the secure places. They also help the pregnant women to move to the safer places and looked after them.

The bold and courageous activities undertaken by the WSHG members have generated confidence, strength and enthusiasm in the village people to move ahead.           
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In Gelapur village of Baradia Gram Panchayat of Jagatsinghpur district, on of CRS’s  partner had facilitated the community under the Disaster Risk Management (DRM) project of Government of India through the state government, to form different task force groups for disaster preparedness. The partners had set in motion the task force group as soon as they received the warning on imminent flood from the block administration as accordingly.


Banalata Raoutray & Priyambada Bastia of Budhijagulei women SHG were regularly keeping on touch with the households which were nearer to the embankment. They had gathered the information regarding the weak points of the embankment where breaches were likely to be occurred.  Information group had passed this information to the warning group.  The women also informed the block officer about the death of a lady called Mrs. Chanchali Mallik due to the collapse of wall. 

Menaka Bastia & Lilabati Bastia of Trinath SHG had called a meeting in the community and shared this information. This group had organized the male folk and planned for patrolling on embankment with sand bags. They could rescue three embankments before having breaches due to the right intervention at the right time.


As it is stated above the death of Mrs Chanchli Mallik due to the collapse of a wall the Information Group had informed Rescue Operation Group and immediately the rescue operation group went there, took out the dead body .The BDO and other Government official were informed and got ensured the formal registration of death so that the family may avail the government benefits in future.


As per the government process, block administration assigned the word members to prepare a beneficiary list for relief distribution. Relief Mgt group that consists of 8 members from 4 SHGs helped the word members to prepare the correct list of beneficiaries.  This group had also organized free kitchen and served the people who were living on the embankment. 





Athatira is a revenue village having 240 households, which comes under Astarang block of Puri District and was affected by the flood 2003. In this village, the CRS partner DARIA has promoted 9 WSHGs (180households) and these SHG groups together have formed one Federation. The WSHGs of this Federation have formed one Emergency Fund to meet the emergency needs. Per month all the WSHGs contributes.5/- in this emergency fund. Apart from that all the 9 WSHGs were facilitated with Rs.5700.00 towards formation of Grain Bank. With the help of Emergency Fund and the Grains of the Grain Bank the WSHG members had distributed 1 ½ Qtn of Flattened Rice and the Biscuits of amount Rs.1200.00, 50 Kgs of Rice and 25 kgs of Black gram in their neighboring village, Anata which was more affected than their village. As the villages were submerged for 10 to 15 days the Boat was the only means of communication to reach the flooded places. Since there was no Boat in Athatira village the WSHG member of that village borrowed one Boat from Anata village to carry them along with the food material. They went by Boat and distributed the food over there. The federation has also planned to cultivate 3 acres of community land to refill the grains of the grain bank that was utilized in relief.

Here it could be tinted that being affected by the unprecedented flood, the Athatira village did prioritize its neighboring village, Anata that was more affected than the village Athatira.Here the concern and human values are being mattered a lot. The boat that was used for relief was supplied by CRS in Cyclone rehabilitation programme in the year 2000.      







Life was just rolling on………………….. out of the blue unexpected flood came .

On 29th August 2003 the Collector of Jagatsinhpur called for an emergency meeting among the staff of Panchayatraj, block staff, the director and the coordinator of the NGO (CASD). The collector told all the members to be prepared for the impending flood as such the Baisimauza (an Iceland surrounded by rivers and comprises of 22 villages) was to be cut off from the outer world with in a short span of time of four hours. At such juncture CASD informed all the SHGs of Baisimauza to face the imminent challenge. Instantaneously after getting the information Trinath WSHG of Gelapur, Sankalapa WSHG of Sankarasahi, Pallishri WSHG of Chashikhanda and Bankavihari WSHG of Bagalpur came forward to disseminate the information among the villagers and get the people prepared for the looming hazard. Four information centers were formed by the WSHGs in Baisimauja. The facility of T.V, Radio and the telephone were there in the entire information center. The information about the weather condition and flood situation was noted down by two WSHG members in each information center. The SHG members helped the people in disseminating the information duly received.

As such the people of Basimauza could able to prepare themselves for confronting the havoc and curtailed the up coming destruction.
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Three WSHGs namely Odiani, Ramadevi and Kutamachandi of Dahipal village in Naugaon Block of Jagatsinhpur district had done some sanitation work followed by the relief they received from CRS in current flood-2003. First they selected one common pond, which was centrally located in the village. In the recent flood the water of the pond was merely contaminated and decomposed with garbage etc. The SHG members had cleaned the pond surroundings and removed all the trashes. They had chlorinated the pond to make the water use for cooking as well as drinking purpose. The villagers as well as the CBOs highly appreciated the work done by the SHG members. In this regard they says “we are conscious about our duty”.
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